MAX SLATER 

BB FEDERAL STREET 
Boston 9, Mass. 


March 3, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Et • Louis 5, Missouri 

Lear Eric : 

I have written to Ted Shipton about Perkins' Monograph 
on the Engraving of Bank Motes, and you can be sure 
I will follow through for you. 

When you came into the house the other night, I was 
going through a_file of the Boston Gazette for the year 
1.-12; and when I continued on Wednesday nigjxt, I came 
across the enclosed paper. I thought the last column 
of the first page might be of interest to you and so 
you will find it enclosed. 

xhere is no need of returning the paper since it has 
no information in it that I care to save. 

I thoroughly enjoyed your visit and I am most grateful 
to Eleanor for her thoughtfulness in asking you to 
come to the house. 6 J 


Sincerely 



MS : rnw 
Enclosures 


MAX SLATER 
BD Federal Street 
Bdston 10, Mass. 


March 3, I960 


Mr. Clifford K. Shipton 
American Antiquarian Society 
Worcester 9, Massachusetts 

Dear Ted: 

Mr. Eric P. Newman, who is a friend of mine, wanted me t) 
find out whether or not you had a Monograph dated about 
1809 and written by Jacob Perkins on the subject oi JLf!-'’ 
graving Bank Notes. 




He tells me it is about nine pages in lphgth aKd he would 
like to get a photostatic copy of it , /if it is Jat all 
possible. 7 J 

Mr. Newman has written various Monographs yimd books on 


the subject of Colonial Money and ap] 
needs a copy of Perkins* Monogj^da ii 


I would be only too happ/ to reimburse the Society for 
any expense attached to /preparing tha photostats. 

I believe that you do have in your possession Mr. Newman’s 
various publications. V 7 

With kinde st/f*»rsonal regards, I am. 


Sincerely yours. 


MS saw 


March 8 , I960 


Mr. Max Slater 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

Dear Max s 

four hone was the first hone I have ever visited where I was 
ordered to go straight to the basement and you have no idea 
what a pleasure that was. You have the enthusiasm, the 
energy, and the knowledge which brings real happiness from 
a hobby. I can fully appreciate the fascination of the 
early newspaper field even though I know virtually nothing 
about it other than as a reader. 

I have gone through much of my oddments in the hope of find- 
ing newspapers which would interest you and am sending you 
under separate cover the following items: 

The New England Weekly Journal, published in Boston, 
April 6 , 1728. 

The Pennsylvania Intelligencer of February 9 , 1821. 

The Augusta (Georgia) Herald of September 10 , 1800. 

The Philadelphia Public Ledger, March 2 f> , I 836 , being 
the first issue. 

The New York Morning Herald of May 6 , 1835, being 
the first issue. 

The latter looks like a reprint and perhaps the Philadelphia 
one is also but you will know forthwith. 

I an a so enclosing an Andrew Jackson broadside relative to 
all the people he has killed. 

1 nope these will bring you some enjoyment. From now on at 
least I can keep my eyes open for newspapers for you. 



I wa s very grateful to receive the 1812 newspaper concerning 
the list of counterfeit bank notes* I have perhaps 20 items 
listing: this type of material and had n othing from the 1812 
period. If you run across other lists of bank note quotations 
or counterfeit bank note lists, I will be delighted to have 
conies made and return them to you if they are part of your 
collection. 

most of the writing which I do is too technical to read but 
I am enclosing a copy of my work on counterfeit Continental 
currency which may interest you as it involves printing. 

As I told you, I would he very interested in having even a 
torn portion of a 1777 Connecticut paper printed on blue 
stock. It so happens that one of the issues of paper money 
from Connecticut during that period was printed on blue stock 
and perhaps the paper is the same. 

I appreciate your helpfulness in writing to Shipton with 
respect to the pamphlet and please be sure to send me the 
statement for the copy* 

Since you are an expert on newspapers I am wondering what 
newspaper would have been most likely to have circulated in 
Rehoboth, Massachusetts in the 1783-1788 era. 

iy v«ry kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 




American Antiquarian ££>ocietp 


Worcester 9, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 


Clifford K. Shipton, Director 


March 10, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
ij-00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

£>ear Mr. Newman: 

The bank note monograph has 
already gone to be photostated; we 
always jump to serve our old friend. 
Max Slater. 


Very truly yours 



CKS 

JCS 


MAX SLATER 

Life Insurance 


ASSOCIATE GENERAL AGENT 

Mass. Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


March l5th 
19 6 0 


BC Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

LIBERTY 2-297B 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6U50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your letter. I am looking forward quite eagerly to the arrival 
of the package, particularly to the Jackson Broadside. 

You will find enclosed four copies of the Connecticut Courant printed on the 
so-called blue paper. You may keep any or all of them since they represent 
duplicates in my collection. I am only sorry that the other papers printed 
on this material in the periods 1777 - 1780 are not duplicates. 

I devoted last night to reading your pamphlet. I found it intensely inter- 
esting. 1 do not know if you are aware of the fact that Fleming who was 
Benjamin Church's brother-in-law was also the publisher of one of the Tory 
newspapers prior to the Revolution, and if they w T ere married to sisters I 
suspect that Church's treason was brought about by the influence of the two 
women on him. 

This morning I received the enclosed letter from Ted Ship ton, so you can 
see that the material you want will be shortly available. 

This whole question of forgery is most fascinating. At one period I had a 
a rather extensive collection of stamps relating to the First ¥orld War. 

At that time England was preparing propaganda letters which were being smug- 
gled over the border from Holland into Germany and mailed there but the risk 
of buying stamps within Germany became so great they forged a whole set of 
German stamps current at the time so that the letters could be smuggled 
across the border and come to the mail boxes without the spy being exposed 
to the additional risk of buying the stamps. In my collection at that time 
I did have a set of these forged stamps. 

You ask about Rehoboth and I have checked to see what papers were apt to be 
read by the people of the town. All of the papers I am listing were pub- 
lished between 1777 - 1790: 

Newport Herald 

Providence Gazette 

U. S. Chronicle (Providence) 

Newport Mercury 
Connecticut Courant (Hartford) 

Connecticut Journal (New Haven) 

Norwich Packet 


Life Member Million Dollar Round Table 


Hr. Eric P. Newman 
March 15, i 960 


(2) 


I went through my own collection and found this blue paper used by the Con- 
necticut Courant for the years 1773, 1779, 1782, 1733, 17 87 and 1789 j the 
American Mercury (Hartford) 1793 ; Connecticut Gazette (New London) 1787 - 
1788; Massachusetts Spy (Worcester) 1783 and 1793 j Independent Chronicle 
(Boston ) 17?8;and the Vermont Journal (Windsor) 1791» 

I have no duplicates for these bu+ if you would like to see any'- of them., 
please let me know and I shall send them forward, 
of interest to me 

One other thing/in your pamphlet was the mention of Cunningham. I believe, 
although I haven't had a chance to check it, that he was in charge of the 
prison which is in New York Harbor- ana that his wife x^as the girl friend of 
either Gage of Howe. 

All in all, you have opened up a whole new field for me and I now have the 
prospect of going through my papers looking for material that fits in with 
your interest, or should I say our mutual interest. 

Just as soon as the material from Ted Shipton comes in I shall send it for- 
ward. 


MS:btb 


/' Sincerely, 



~ mere. has been a bit of delay in getting this letter out to you and 
in the. meantime the papers have arrived. I am extremely excited about the 
Broadsxde. _ snail make every attempt to find out xjhether or not it is an 
original, ^hanks for them all. 


y" ie photostat that you wanted came in today and I am mailing it along to you 
immediately. I have not as yet received a bill but mil send it forward when 
it comes in. 

1 have aiso located. in my collection a copy of the Massachusetts Gazette dated 
^ v 4 ’ J j in vjhicn there is quite a bit of information about the disastrous 
ej_j.ec m abode island from the emission of paper money. If you want this sent 
forward, please advise me. 


m.s. 


March 30, I960 


Mr. Max Slater 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

Dear Max; 

I have been out of town and just got a chance to read the 
interesting newspapers which you forwarded to me. These are 
most fascinating. I certainly do not need this many for 
my purposes and will return the extras. 

I very much appreciate your information as to the newspaper 
which would be read in Rehoboth and ray guess is that the 
Providence Gazette is the one I should check, to you know 
if there is a microfilm available for the Providence Gazette 
for the period from 1780 to 1790? 

I aranow working on a book with respect to some counterfeit 
coins which were made at the United States mint, of all 
places. The temptation was too much for some of the boys 
100 years ago. It is going to be a very interesting expose. 
The pressure of Congressmen to get souvenir coins might have 
had a good deal to do with it. 

I received the photostats of the interesting Perkins material 
at the American Antiquarian Society and very much appreciate 
your cooperation in bringing that about. The statement for 
<' f ’8*50 has been paid. 

I only wish that I was close enough to all the ancient lore 
to be able to contact the wonderful sources for information 
and material which you have available but must confine myself 
to the wide open spaces. Perhaps it is an advantage. 

ly very kindest personal regards, and thanks. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company 


SPRINGFIELD. MASSACHUSETTS 


ORGANIZED 1851 


Max Slater 

ASSOCIATE GENERAL AGENT 


J. S. BRAUNIG AGENCY 

80 FEDERAL STREET 

BOSTON lO, MASS. 


TELEPHONE 
LIBERTY 2-2978 


BOSTON, MASS., 


April 8, I960 


Dear Eric: 

I have talked to Clarkson A. Collins III who is the Historian 
at the Rhode Island Historical Society. He tells me that they 
have a complete microfilm of the Providence Gazette ana that 
if you write to him he may be able to give you the names of 
some libraries in your area who have copies of the microfilm. 

If this should not work out he also informed me that he can 
sell or, or arrange for you to buy, microfilm at the rate of 
$10 a roll. He feels that it will not take more than two 
rolls to give you the periods 17 80 - 1790. 

I hope this gives you the information you want. 


MSsbtb 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6U50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 



IN OUR SECOND CENTURY 


OF SERVICE 


April 12, 1960 


Mr. Max Slater 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

Bear ax: 


I an returning herewith two of the Connecticut newspapers 
you were kind enough to send me • I feel it would be wrong 
for me to keep these as one example of the Connecticut 
Courant and one example of the Connecticut Gazette are 
adequate. If, of course, you run across any other news- 
papers which have articles concerning coinage, or counter- 
feiting, or currency, then I would be delighted to have them. 


I have just acquired, a curious numismatic item which is 
from Boston. It is a little pocket pamphlet of 175>0 setting 
forth money tables, the values of all coin in circulation, 
and the particular Massachusetts regulations of 175>0 as to 
what money should pass for. As you may know, Massachusetts 
had to prevent money from passing at a premium in order to 
keep their paper currency in circulation. 

Just had a card from Eleanor and « orman, from the Bahamas 
and I presume they will be back by the time you receive 
this note. 


I have just received your letter of April 8 and had already 
ordered, from the dewberry Library, in Chicago, on inter- 
library loan, the Providence Gazette. I certainly thank 
you for following up on this item. Bo you know of any 
eighteenth century newspapers which are indexed, other 
than the Virginia Gazette? This would be very important to 
me if there any unpublished indices. 

ihank you, very much, for your interest in my hobby activities. 

Cordially yours. 


E?N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company 


SPRINGFIELD. MASSACHUSETTS 


ORGANIZED 1831 


Max Slater 

ASSOCIATE GENERAL AGENT 


J. S. BRAUNIG AGENCY 

80 FEDERAL STREET 

BOSTON lO. MASS. 


TELEPHONE 
LIBERTY 2-2978 


BOSTON, MASS.. 


April 21, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6hS0 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

This is the first chance I have had to answer your letter of the 12th. 

I do not know whether or not I told you that Pauline and I are leaving 
for Europe on May 13th for two months and such an impending event al- 
ways crowds the docket and leaves little time for outside interests. 

I am awfully glad that you were able to get hold of the Providence 
Gazette and I would suggest that you write to Ted Ship ton at the Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society to get the names of the 18th Century newspapers 
which have been indexed. I am sure that of all people they are the ones 
who can supply this information. 

If you know of any contacts in London who might have old newspapers, let 
me know. 

Sincerely, 

\kwfC 

i 

MS :btb 



I C E 


IN OUR SECOND CENTURY OF S E R V 


April 26, I960 


Mr. Max Slater 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

Dear Max, 

I just completed reading the microfilm of the 
Providence Gazette from 1780 to 1790 and I am 
pleased to report to you that I have found the 
item I thought might exist and will nbw write 
up the true meaning of the word "Bungtown" . 

My good friend, in London, is Michael Dolley, 
who is in the Coin Department of the British 
Museum. The British Museum, as you know, has 
a massive newspaper collection in their library. 
If he could introduce you to the man in charge 
of their newspapers, I am sure he would give 
you the names of people who deal in old news- 
papers. 

Have a wonderful trip. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company 

SPRINGFIELD. MASSACHUSETTS ORGANIZED 1051 


MAX SLATER 
ASSOCIATE GENERAL AGENT 


J. S. BRAUNIG AGENCY 

80 FEDERAL STREET 
BOSTON lO, MASS. 


TELEPHONE 
LIBERTY 2-2S 78 


BOSTON. MASS.. 

April 20, I960 


hr. Eric P. Newman 
6U50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5»Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

I most certainly will get in touch with Mr. Dolley when we 
get to London. Steve Riley of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society wrote to Mr. Francis, who is the head of the British 
Museum, of my coming, and if I can't get some British news- 
papers out of them one way, I'll try through another. 



MS :btb 



IN OUR SECOND CENTURY OF SERVICE 


May U, I960 


Mr. Max Slater 
J.S.Braunig Agency 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 10, Mass. 

Dear Maxs 

A quick note to tell you that I have acquired, 
for you, a weekly newspaper published in Boston 
entitled "The Christian Register" for the year 
I 83 U and will send it to you when you get back. 
It has some interesting articles on ths death of 
Lafayette and, no doubt, some Boston gossip you 
would be interested in. 

If you do contact Ir.Dolley, he will merely send 
you to the newspaper department of the 3ritish 
Museum. I know you do not have to be cautioned, 
but the British Museum staff will clam up if 
you ask them about acquiring anything they own. 
They are glad to help you with respect to ac- 
quiring things from outside sources but are very 
jealous of everything they acquire. 

Have a wonderful trip. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


July 13, I960 


Mr. Max Slater 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

Dear Max: 

X imagine by now you are home from your vacation 
in Europe and merely wanted to let you know 
that a dealer in Chicago insists that he has a 
genuine Vicksburg, Mississippi newspaper printed 
on wallpaper. There are many fakes of this 
item but he assures me, positively, that this 
has been checked as genuine. 

Are you interested, and have you any idea as 
to what these originals sell for. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


INFORMATION CIRCULAR 3 
(Reri*ed 1955) 



THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT • SERIALS DIVISION 


T he Daily Citizen, Vicksburg, Mississippi 

Wall Paper Editions 


> 


Tbi D*ilj Cittfen was edited and published at Vicksburg, Mississippi, by J. M. Swords. Like several other Southern 
newspapers of theCivil War period its stock of newsprint paper became exhausted and the publisher resorted to the use 
of wall paper. On this substitute he printed the following known issues: June 16, 18, 20, 27, 30, and July 2, 1863. 
Each was a single sheet, four columns wide, printed on the back of the wall paper. 

On July 4 Vicksburg surrendered, the publisher fled, and the Union forces found the type of the Citizen still standing. 
They replaced two-thirds of the last column with other matter already in type, added the following note and printed a 
new edition. 


NOTE. 






Two day. bring about great change., The banner of the Un.on float, over Vick.burg. Gen. Grant has "caught the rabbit;" he ha. dined in Vicka- 
twrg, and he did bring hi. dinner with him. The "Citircn" live, to ice it. For the last time it appear, on "Wall-paper." No more will it eulogire 
the luxury of mule meat and fncawed Ititten-urge Southern warrior, to ,uch diet never-more. Thi. i, the last wall-paper edition, and ia, excepting 
thu note, from the 7 pe* a. we found them. It will be valuable hereafter a. a curiosity. 

The prophecy contained in the note has been fulfilled. The original copies are treasured and there have been over 
thirty reprints of this issue. The genuine originals can be distinguished by the following tests: 


Single type page, 9Ji inchea in width by 16J4 inchea in length. 

Column 1. tine ;, title, THE DAILY CITIZEN, in capitals, mt capitals and lower caae, or capitals and amall capitals. 

Column 1 . line 2 , J. U. Swords Proprietor”. Notice the comma (or imperfect dot) and six periods. 

Column 1 last line, reads: "them at they would the portal, of hell itaclf." 

Column 5, line 1, read* : "Yankee New, From All Point, " 

Column 4 line 1 , readw: "tremity of the city. The* will be defended." 

Column 4 paragraph 3, line 7, fim word i, misspelled "Secos.ioo.” 

Column 4, artii ie 2, line 2, word 4 i, .pelled " whiattle." 

Column 4 last article before Note, final word i, printed with the quotation mark miaplaced, dead' initcad of dead". 

Column 4. Note, line 1, comma following the word "change," rather than a period. 

The patterns of the wall paper are frequently used as an additional test for originals. Since there were at least 
four knowr patterns, however, it is more difficult to distinguish originals by this method. 

The Library of Congress has four copies of the original of this issue, and originals are reported to be held in at least 
nine other American libraries. Since a great many copies of the reprints exist, they have small monetary value. 


u t coviknmemt minting orrict »•» 


MAX SLATER 

Life Insurance 


associate General agent 
Mass. Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


BC Federal Street 
Boston ID, Mass, 
liberty 2-2978 


July 20 th 

19 6 0 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 7 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

U00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

You timed your letter very well because we arrived back in the States 
on the 11th and your letter arrived almost siirmltaneously . 

We had a very satisfying trip - it was easy ana. relaxed going to places 
we had been before ana visiting frienas we had made on previous visits. 

We both found Cambridge, England very interesting and were fortunate 
enough to spend the week there which corresponds with Commencement Week 
over here. As a result, there was a good deal going on that was very en- 
joyable. 

So far as newspapers are concerned, I was indeed very fortunate. In Paris 
I located five volumes of the Gazette de France for the years 1/78, 1779, 1780, 
1782 and 1787. In addition, I was able to purchase a single volume of news- 
papers beginning with July 1, 1789, covering the Fax! of the Bastille in a 
day by day account. 

But, when I got to London I really hit the jackpot because there I was able 
to purchase forty-five volumes of the London Chronicle from 1759 - 1800 
with only four years missing, and the four years just happen to be years in 
which I was not particularly interested. As a result, I think I have all 
the newspapers that I can reasonably hanale for the next six to eight months. 

Now, as to the Vicksburg paper, I have never seen an original. The Library 
of Congress issued a circular on it and I am enclosing a photostat of this. 

You will note they have four copies ana know of nine others. I would of 

course, be interested but I would have to be absolutely sure that it was 
in fact an original. 

I recall there was an advertisement in a magazine once for a copy of a London 
paper with the Declaration of Independence and when the dealer sent it for- 
ward to me for inspection it turned out to be a very poor facsimile. Never- 
theless, I would either like to have the dealer send it forward to me on 
approval so that I could inspect it and if he wants a deposit while it is 

in my possession I would think that would be a fair request; or if you know 

him personally and have done business with him, he might be willinp to send 
it to you for such a check-up. 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 
July 20, I960 


( 2 ) 


I have no idea of what to offer for it. I would suppose somewhere between 
and §35* In ary event, in the light of what I am writing, won't you 
let me have what further information comes to light on it? 

As yet I have not seen either Eleanor or Norman but I understand they are 
fine. 


MS:btb 




August 1, I960 


Mr. Max Slater 
80 Federal Street 
Boston 9, Mass. 

Dear Max: 

I am just leaving for Europe and was delighted to re- 
ceive yo\ir friendly letter of July 20. 

Everybody knows you. 1 was at Schindler’s Antique 
Shop, in Charleston, S. C., buying some money, and 
found that you were a friend of his. 

Your acquisition of the Gazette de France and the 
London Chronical is most exciting and when they finally 
arrive I can just see you underneath the heap, in your 
basement, poring over the fascinating articles. 

I have discovered some exciting new coin material in 
the Massachusetts Centinel and o^e of these days I 
will have to come up to the American Antiquarian 
Society and look through a few newspapers. 

Thanks for the lowdown on the Vicksburg wallpaper. 

We leave for the Balkans in a few days and I will 
be full of wild stories of Hungary, Roumania and 
Bulgaria when we correspond again. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. HEVJMAN 


EPK/atb 


MAX SLATER 


BO Federal Street 
Bdbtdn ID, Mass. 


March 10th 


19 6 1 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks not only for the pleasure of hearing your 
voice but also for your thoughtfulness in bring- 
ing the books for me. I approach them with a 
bit of skepticism because I am afraid it is going 
to expose me to the type of mid-victorian religious 
thinking which is not too palatable, but neverthe- 
less I shall persevere and if it has any effect 
upon my basic religious philosophy you will have 
to bear the brunt of it. 

I am doubly thankful to you because the books are 
heavy and ponderous and must not have been too 
easy for you to lug around. 

When you get a chance, drop me a letter and let me 
know ahead of time when you next expect to be in 
Boston so that we can spend some time together. 



MS :btb 


Mir. Eric P. Neman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
i',00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


MAX SLATER 

BD FEDERAL STREET 
Boston ID, Mass. 



1 9 


November 17th 
.9 6 0 


Dear Eric: 

The last time I wrote you was on July 20th shortly 
after my return from Europe and just before you 
left. I hope by now you are back and well settled 
into the job of paying attention to something other 
than business. 

Did you ever hear anything more about the Vicksburg 
paper! I would very much like to know -whether or not 
it is really an original and whether or not it is 
available for purchase. 

I have been laid up for the last month and a half with 
an infected toe which has sharply limited my ability 
to get around and it has represented a very annoying 
episode. I am still having a wonderful time with the 
London Chronicles which I bought in Europe and they 
have helped very admirably in filling in t he period 
of time when I have been non-ambulatory. 

Norman and Eleanor are running their usual Karvard- 
Yale Brunch next Sunday and I am hoping, half wist- 
fully, that you may be there. 



I 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
U00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


